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U.S. Model M1911A1 Pistol

ohn M. Browning's 45 ACP-cal. Model of 1911
established an unprecedemted place in history as
service mistol for nearly
three-yuarters of a century and as a seminal design that
has been the basis for innumerable spinoffs,

both the official LS

The linal report of the military selection board that convened
m 1906- 1907 for the purpose of choosing a new LS. -issue
stdearm remarked of the Colt-made Browning design and of its
lust surviving competitor, a Savage entry: “Of the two pisiols,
the board was of the opinion that the Colt is superior, because
it 15 more rehable, more enduring, more easily disassembled
when there are broken parts o be replaced., and the more sccu-
rate.” Since then, the 45" and ity deseedants huve achieved a
worldwide reputation lor serviceability unsurpassed by any

other handgzun.

The Muodel of 1911 was updated dunng the early 19205
with several minor changes designed o improve handling
qualities. They included frume scallops near the trigger, an
arched mamnspring housing, shorter hammer spur, Patridge-
type sights, short trigger and longer grip safety hom. The
improved model was designated the ULS. Model 191 1Al and
wis adopted in 1924, Popular, modern-day variations of the
basic Browning-Colt design huve led to both small-frame.

The Browning-
desigaed MUIEL pistod
and ity descendanis may
represent the most stic-
cessful handgun design of

all time, This example, an MIREIAL, was
made wnider cantract for the U5, government
by Remingron-Rand during World War I,

single-stack guns and wide-frame high-
capacity models offered by loreign and

domestic armsmakers.

The accompanying disassembly instructions
are for basie LLS, Model 191 LA L-type pistols,
but should prove helpful with the disassembly of

other M191 1-based pistols. He aware that addi-

tional takedown steps are required for Colt Series 703, 80 and
S-1ype pistols and that specialized parts and feawres found on
miany custom and compelition pistols require specific waols or

knowledge not covered here.

DISASSEMBLY bushing (2) one-guarter turn

Ty ensure that the pistol is
unloaded, point the muzzle in
a sale direction then remove
the magazine and retract the
slide. Visually inspeet the
chamber o conflirm s emply.

Start by resting the heel of
the gun on a table so both
huands may be used. With the
thumb, press imward on the
knurled end of the recoil
spring plug (30) while at the
same time rotating the barrel

Fig. 1

clockwise to free the plug
and recoil spring (35) assem-
bly (Fig. 1). Next. withdraw
the plug and recoil spring
(Fig. 2) from the slide (42)
If the spring docs not come
free easily, rotate the plug in
the counter-clockwise direc-
tion to separate it from the
spring. Rotate the barrel
bushing counter-clockwise
until it is disengaged from the
slide and remaove it.

Pull the slide (42) rearwand
until the small clearance noich
is aligned with the slide siop
(43) lug. Push the slide stop
right to left, and pull it oot of
the frame (Fig. 3). Poll the
frame (o the rear and off the
slide. The recail spring guide
(36 may then be lifted off the
slide. Push the barrel link (3)

forward and shide the barrel

(100, link (3) and link pin (4)
out of the shde’s front.

With the hammer cocked,
rivtate the <afety lock | Y71 near-
Iy 1o the “on™ poasition, It may
now be pulled o the left and
away from frame iFig, 4)
Mext, remove the hammer pin
(15} from the frame (Fig. §).
Then, lift out the hammer
assembly (Fig. 6), which

includes the hammer (14},
hammer strut { 16) and hammer
strud pan (17

Using the hammer strut as a
punch, drlt out the mainspring
housing pin ( 28) (Fig. 7). Shide
the mainspring housing (27)
downwird and off the frame
(Fig. B} The grip safety (13)
may now b lifted our, Nexr,
lift out the sear spring (41)

PARTS LEGEND
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Barmed tushing

Buarred link

Buarred link pin

Disconnecior

Ejoctor

Ejocior pin

Extractos

Firing p=n

10, Firing pen apding

11. Firing psn siop

12. Front sight

13, Grip sadoly

14, Hammar

15 Hamimaas ga

16. Hammar i

17. Hammar st pan

18. Magazine assembly

19, Megazine caich

20, Magnzing caich inck

21 M:lu..umnm!.l:h spwing

22. Miagazinn lollcwor

23, Magazing speng (nol shown)
24. Main gpring

25, Mpin spring cop

28, Myin g ciEp pin

27, Kmin sphing houseng

28, Muin spring housang pin

21, Main Bpring Housing pan nikainde
30, Fiecoil Bpeing piug

31. Plungar spring

A2, Plungar tuba

33, Rear sighi
3
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Frarn
Hscoll sprirg
. Riecoll apring (uakda
37, Sataty lock
, Salaty lock plungar
a0, Soar
40, Soar pan
41, Sadr spring
A2 Trigger Dar ol
43, Slide stop
44, Slide stop plungaer
45, Stock, loh ha
44, Stock, righl hand (nol shown)
AT Biook morew (our recuind )
4. Senrw husheng (fouf tquend])
A1, Trgped

i 4546

¥Whdla not shown in thie lustration at
right, liring-pin salely companents
installed in Colt Serias 70, 80 and 90
pintols includo (ha lolowing:

1. Trigpgod bt lpvne

2. Plungisr livine

A, Fiding pin block: plunges

4. Fiting pin block plunger spaing

U.S. Model M191 1AL

45 ACP Pistol
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Diowing lurnished by Colt's Manulactuning

(Fip. 91, and remove the scar
pn (4L,

Lift out the sear (39) and
disconnectori 3), noting the
relationship between these
parts o fcilitate reassembly
Depress the magazine catch
(19) from the left side while
rotating the catch lock (240)
tne-quarter turn counler-

clockwise using the lip of the
sear spring s o screwdriver
The cateh assembly may then
be lifted out of the frame.
Remuove the irigger (49)
through the rear of the frame

Uising the tail of the hammer
strut, push ot the barrel link
pin, freeimng the hink from the
barrel. Again using the ham-
merstrut, depress the firing pin
(% while pushing the Biring pin
stop i 1 pdownward. This frees
the stop Tor removal dosnwand
and off the slide. The firing pin
may now be pulled out and
separated from s spring (10)
With the hammer strut, pry out
amd remove the extractor (8)

rearward and oot of the back of

the shide. Reassembly 15in the
reverse order,

Remember that all of the
above instructions may not be
apphicable to Mk 1V Series
70 and nmewer Colts, which

feature a collet-type harrel
bushing and include several
additional components related
1o o finng-pin safety.,




